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chinery have been abolished and railroads and steamers
have almost gone out of use. Some coal, however, is a
convenience, and our readers will see with pleasure that
delinquents in considerable numbers are being sent to
these mines under an agreement with our Board of Ethical
Control with the similar authority of the Lehigh Commune
in the ancient state of Pennsylvania.
We are informed that a number of ancient capitalists and
monopolists, being in a starving condition, recently applied
to the Board of the said Commune for leave to go into an
abandoned coal mine and work it for their own support.
A week ago yesterday, Cooperative Association 2391,
A.P.D., bricklayers, 7824, M. X. H., plasterers, 4823
N. K. J., hodcarriers, F. L. M. 8296, joiners, met to con-
sider the state of the building trades. On account of the
decrease in the population, by which great numbers of
houses are vacant, building has ceased for years past and
these once great associations have dwindled down. The
Board of Ethical Control has caused public buildings to
be constructed in order to give them work and has ordered
landlords to make repairs to the same end. The confer-
ence on Friday, a week ago, was to consider further meas-
ures of relief. It was decided that no vacant house ought
to be allowed to stand. Some maintained that no repairs
ought to be allowed at all, in order that new houses might
become necessary, but others thought that this would take
away what little work is now obtained* G. C. Marx Rog-
ers, former professor of political economy? made a speech
in which he proposed that all houses now vacant and all
ruins now standing which give shelter to unregistered vaga-
bonds and boycotted persons should be destroyed; also
that a committee be appointed to inspect all existing dwell-
ings, mark those which are out of repair and unfit for co-
operative residences, and that these latter should then